
Gbe Central flDtbwlves’ Boarb. . 

A meeting ol the Central Midwives’ Board was 
held a t  Caxton H Ouse, Westminster, on Thursday, 
May 30tli, J h .  Champneys presiding. 
d lettur was read from the Clerk of the Council 

trensmitting an Order in  Couiicil approving the  
revised Rules for the period ending September 
30tli, 1909. 

REPORT OF THE ACT AMENDXENT COMInIITTEE. 
The Report of the  Act Amendment Committee 

was next  received. 
The Committee recommended t h e  Board t o  pass 

the following Resolution : 
“ That  i t  is desirable t h a t  the Midwives’ Act, 

1902, should be amended so as t o  provide for the 
following alterations: (1) The Board t o  be en- 
larged by the addition of one member t o  be no- 
minated by t h e  Incorporated Society of Medical 
Officers of Health.” 

The whole Board, with the exception of Sir  Wil- 
liam Sinclair and Mr. Fordham, were present 
Rhen this recommendation was made. 

Nr. Fordham inquired whether t h e  Chairman 
xoould s ta te  which of the members supported the 
reconinieridation so t h a t  the Board could judge of 
t h e  weight t o  be attached t o  it. 

The Chairman repliecl t h a t  the whole Conimittee 
were agreed t h a t  itx would be  useful for $he Medi- 
cal Officers of I-Iealth to  be represented on t h e  
Board, but I W ~ G  not unanimous as t o  other 
suggestions p u t  forwarcl. 

The Secretary, Mr. G. W. Duncan, said t h a t  
since tlic Agenda had been sent ollt,  tTlvo letters 
containing suggestions with regard to  the enlarge- 
ment of the Board had been received. One froin 
the  Queen Victoria Jubilee Institute and the other 
from the Nidwives’ Institute. On  the proposition 
of Dr. Stanley Atkinson, seconded by Miss Paget, 
it was niored t h a t  these letters be received, which 
was agiieril to. 

3Ir. l?ordham then moved as an amendment to  
the  recoimiiendt~tion of the  Committee, t h a t  i t  
WIR desii*al)le the Bonrd be increased by two in- 
stonrl of one, nialring t h e  number 11. Firstly, i t  
WRS an uneven number, which was convenient, and 
secondly in his view i t  was desirable t h a t  t h e  ad- 
ministrative side of the Board should be 
strengthencrl. At piwsent i t  was difficult to  get 
the Bonrd to  act with continuity and solidarity. 
A s  the  only member who was not a n  expert, he 
thought it important t h a t  there should be an in- 
crease i n  the  members acqnainted with adminis- 
t ra t ive matters. H e  would like to  add a repre- 
sentative of t h e  Association of Municipal Corpora- 
tions. The amendment to  increase the  number to  
11 was not secondecl. 

Rlr. Fordham then proposed t h a t  the  Association 
nf Municipal Corporations should be substitutecl 

for the  Incorporated Society of Medical Officers of 
Health. A s  representing the  Association of County 
Councils, he himself held no brief for London, 
Manchester, or other large towns, but  chiefly for  
the Rura l  Districts. H e  thought it important 
t h a t  populons centres should be represented. This 
Amendment also fell through for want of a se- 
conder. 

Dr.  Stanley Atliinson then proposed as a rider 
t h a t  the recommendations of the  Society which he 
represented, the Incorpo~ated Midwives’ Institute, 
shonld be adopted. 

The proposition of the Midwives’ Institute, 
which considers the present Board too small, was 
t h a t  under Section 3 the  Royal College of Phy- 
sicians of London, the Iiogal College of Snrgeons 
of England, and the  Society of Apothecaries of 
London should each appoint an additional repre- 
sentative, and that a new sub-clause shonlcl be 
arldecl under this ,Section providing for the addi- 
tion t o  the  Board of “ two persons to  be appointed 
for terms of three years by the  Incorporated Mid- 
wives’ Institnte.” 

The Inst i tute  also desired the  appointment of a 
representative of the  Incorporated Society of 
Medical Officers of Health, and of the  Association 
of Municipal Corporations. 

Sir  Williani Sinclair said t h a t  it was hardIy 
possible t o  take these snp.vestions seriously. Every- 
one n’as agreed t h a t  the Board was too small. It 
neecled to  be twice as large, b u t  no amendment t o  
the Midwives’ Act could be considered satisfactory 
which dicl not. provide for a n  entirely constitu- 
tional medical representation. R e  did not sup- 
pose the Board monld carry his suggestions, but  
he expressed them in order to  have a n  opportunity 
of put t ing them foivarcl through the  medical 
papers and the public press. H e  considered t h a t  
each University in  England and Wales should 
have a representative on the Board. To prove 
t h a t  i t  needed strengthening he  need only point 
out  t h a t  t h e  present Board has  refused t o  insist 
on enforcing one of its own regnlations. Re had 
h e n  in  favour of a pnrely medical board, but 
he had found to  his great  surprise t h a t  some of 
the  non-medical members had given great  assist- 
ance. 

Mr. Fordham s a d  he was opposed t o  the sug- 
gestions p u t  forward by Dr. Stanley Atkinson. I n  
amending the  Act, Parliament would not deal 
with anything controversial. If there mere opnosi- 
tion, as there mould be t o  this proposition, there 
must he a debate in the Honse, in which case i t  
was certain t h a t  the  matter  could not be dealt 
with this Session. 

Sir  William Sinclair agreed with Rlr. Forclham, 
There must he a debate, and there was no hope 
of a discussion in t h e  present s ta te  of Parliamen- 
t a r r  1)usiness. The medical rcprcsentntion was p u t  
in  the  worst possible wap. One might suppose 
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